Restoration of the Freegrace Marble Farm Cemetery in 2024 


The historic Freegrace Marble Farm is located at the intersection of later named Burbank 
Road and Sibley Road. The 53 acres of the current farm are mostly from the 80 acres 
assigned to settler Freegrace Marble in 1720. Through a series of acquisitions of abutting 
properties, the farm was expanded to 180 acres by 1737. 
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2008 photograph by Brad Beal 
The farm was divided between brothers Enoch and Malachi in 1763. Enoch took on 
ownership of the northeast portion. Malachi took on ownership of the southwest portion. 
The existing house was built by Malachi but may contain some components of the original 
house which had been built sometime prior to 1731, possibly in what is now the small 
pasture opposite the house and on the west side of Burbank Road. 


On Pg. 390 of the History of Sutton, 1704 - 1876, is brief mention of the indigenous people 
living in this area for many generations and cultivating the land. There are indications that 
the land that became the Freegrace Marble Farm was part of a much larger cultivated area. 
A more detailed description of the property is found in a 1988 publication by Prof. Martyn 

J. Bowden (digital copy is accessible in the Sutton Historical Society archives). 


There are native ritual sites on the property including cairns and undulating stone walls. 


At the top of the slope and near the northwest side of the current farm is a small cemetery 
enclosed by stone walls. It is identified as the Freegrace Marble Farm Cemetery on the 
Find A Grave website. More simply as Marble Cemetery in History of Sutton, Vol. II, and 
the Sutton Cemetery Commission records. 


It serves as the burial site for some members of six generations of the Marble family, 
including Freegrace and - most likely - his wife, Mary (Sibley) Marble, for whom there is 
no surviving gravestone or marker. It is also the burial site for some neighbors and for 
subsequent owners of portions of the full sized farm property. 


Eight of the burial sites are marked with uninscribed pieces of fieldstone. Two are beside 
or near identified Marble family members. Six of them are in a row in the northeast 
portion of the cemetery. One of those six grave markers contains clear quartz. Those may 
be the burial sites for indigenous people. 


The most recent burial here was for Leona M. (Cazenault) Dona [1912 - 1997], who 
diligently worked to have her farm property preserved in perpetuity. 


MY°GOAL IN LIFE WAS MEANT TOBE ~ 
| PRAYED TO THE GOOD LORD TO HELP ME 
PRESERVE THE FREEGRACE MARBLE FARM 
) ALL COULD ENJOY AND SEE 
BEAUTY OF NATURE THAT IS FREE 
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LEONA M. DONA بب‎ vi 
NS ODES AUG 100.7 


Beyond the north wall of the cemetery are two cairns aligned more-or-less southwest to 
northeast. The northwest corner of the cemetery wall starts at the nearer of the two. 


The undulating wall between them extends both west and east. About seventy feet east is 
a row of stones between the undulating wall and the north wall of the cemetery. 
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Together they outline and protect a rectangular area about fifteen feet by seventy feet. 


Was the north wall of the cemetery originally an undulating wall that was modified to 
match the height and width of the other stone walls enclosing the cemetery? 


Maple trees had been planted inside the cemetery walls. The estimated age for the oldest 
- by a tree professional - is 170 years. Some were standing dead. Others had dead limbs 
and branches. The ground was fouled with fallen tree trunks, limbs, branches and twigs. 


Of the twenty-six inscribed gravestones found, nineteen were found broken. Those ranged 
from a gravestone broken into two pieces to others broken into multiple pieces. The latter 
included twenty-two pieces of Asa & Annah (Bartlett) Hayden’s shared gravestone. 


When viewing the locations of the remainder of the standing dead trees, the locations of 
what appear to be replacement trees planted later and the locations of the gravestones, it 
is believed that most were damaged by falling limbs and large tree trunks. 


Restoration work was started in April of this year and is nearing completion. That 
included the removal of some trees by the professional. Below are some photographs of 
the cemetery before and after site clean-up, of work in progress and of two gravestones as 
found and after reassembly and resetting. 
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Several of the marble material gravestones have weather-worn inscriptions. Some are 
severely weather-worn. A 1905 compilations of transcriptions of those inscriptions 
proved vital for identifying the individuals. Digital copy of this compilation is also in the 
Sutton Historical Society archives. 
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Extract from Pg. 9 of a 1905 compilation of gravestone inscriptions used to supplement the death records in the 
Vital Records of Sutton to 1850 (published in 1907). Original is in the library at the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society in Boston. Digital copies are in the Sutton Cemetery Commission and Sutton Historical Society files. 


If you would like to view the farm and the cemetery, property owner James Marran can be 
contacted at 508-865-4834. If you would like information on the restoration process, 
Sutton Historical Society member Ross Weaver can be contacted at 
rossweaver1@verizon.net. If you would like information on the individuals interred 
there visit the Freegrace Marble Farm Cemetery on the Find A Grave website. 


Ross Weaver 
September, 2024 


